ITALIAN   AMERICANS

over what Margherita di Maggio had told me, and
checking on all of it I could. I am not wanting to be
optimistic or trying to glorify foreign-language race
groups, or even give them a clean bill of health on the
issue of Communistic or Red revolution which Ameri-
cans hear about as a continual bugbear. I'm trying, on
the contrary, to report and analyse. And what I feel I
have discovered about the Italian-American Labour
groups and their leaders is basically that a sharp dis-
tinction must often be made between Labour Radicals,
even when they are violent, and political revolutionists.
There seem to be from a hundred thousand to a quarter
of a million Italian-American workers and Labour
leaders who are ready to fight on the drop of a hat
against what they regard as the abuses and injustices
of the capitalistic system, but the element which is
out to destroy capitalism is so slight that I believe it to
be negligible, and the Italian-American individuals who
are active, militant political revolutionists, wanting to
overthrow the Government, can be checked down, I be-
lieve, to around a thousand individuals in all, out of a
three- or four-million total. Their names and activities
are known to the Federal authorities and often to the
police. They do not have the support of the Italian-
American Labour unions, and for these two reasons, as
well as because of their microscopic numerical strength,
they are nothing for anybody to have nightmares about.
I think, you can find more " parlour Reds " per
capita in Harvard, Smith, Vassar, Barnard, almost any
liberal American institution of higher learning you
choose to name, than you can find actual revolutionists
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